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SUBJEX^T: Former Wiaffen-SS General Karl Wolff 





17 October 1958 



“^ EreentlTe Officer 



emoremdim is for Information «niy . 

Tbe fozaer Waffen-SS General Bari Wolff heljped 
arrange the surrend^ of Gexnaa and. Fascist forces In Hbrth Italy 
throned negotlatlonsS^th the Director In 19^5* The Director pre» 
pared an affidavit to^'^s effect dated 21 Hay 1949* Charges that 
Wolff had coosnltted var^''urlffle8 punishable b7 the Allied Wiar Crimes 
Conalsslon were raised boh erentually dropped; no proceedings against 
him vexe Instituted by thlsS^rlbunal. Farther Infozmatlon on Wolff 
Is available In files on hlm\n the Director's office. 

3. As described in a memorondam to you from EE Division dated 
25 August 1958, Wolff has a dau(^t^r and son residing In the Uhlted 
States. Ihey have Invited him to vlLslt them late this sunmer, which 
he desires to do. Before requesting \ visa for the trip, hovever, 
he contacted an officer of this organi^tion located In the Amexlean 
Bnibassy in Bonn on 20 May 1958 to seek eutourance that his background 
would not result in an embarrassing rejectlm of his request. Our 
officer consulted the Bonn Babassy ConsuleoM^tlon, which advised 
that the visa would be granted ^ Wolff had been convicted of 
war crimes • Our officer so advised Wolff. VolXf indicated he bad 



not been convicted and requested a visa from the 
late on 22 May 1958. 



lesseldorf Consu- 



4. The Duesseldorf Consulate referred the matte^vto State 
Department Headquarters. EE Division monitored the progKSS of the 
application through State channels. The question of possible comils- 
slon of war crimes caused seme delay. However, State InfoniM Its 
Duesseldorf Consulate on 9 September that Wolff was not IneUd^ble 
for a visa and informed our organization on the same date thai^ visa 
would be granted. 

5* On 19 September State informed our organization that the 
mesaeJjdorr consulate had returned the case to state Department 
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Headquarters for reconsideration, ailcmg with new Infoxsiatlon on Wolff 
ecently recelred frcm the looed. British RegioneLl mtelUgoice Office* 
Ls Infozmatlon c h allenged the basis i^n \dileh State Department Head- 
bers had foxomlated Its positive recoomendatlons. 

Hew Derelognent . State Department Headquarters provided oar 
organization on 1^ October with the new Infozaatlpn* This confizms 
that Wol^vas not convicted of war crimes b 7 an Allied war crimes 
trlbtmal. adds, however, that he was tried on November 19^ by the 
l^mchgerlc^ (a Gexman staffed court) at Bergedoxf for **war crimes'* 
(specincaUj^for "criminal membership"). He was convlated and sen- 
tenced to five years imprisonment. The court took Into consideration 
certain mltlgatl^ circumstances. Including the role Wolff played In 
bringing about theSsorrender of Axis troops. Wolff appeeiled success- 
fully emd was retrlW, receiving a reduction In sentence to four years. 
Since his long Intermtmt was reckonable, the sentence amounted In 
effect to only a few acb^tlonal weeks. The result, however, has been 
to bog Wolff's visa appll^tlon down In State Depertment machinery. 

7* The SpruchgerlchteN j^ Spruchkammem were post war tribunals 
established as part of the d^zlflcatlon process under Control Council 
lAw Rb. 10 of 19^5 entitled "pWshment of Persons Guilty of Whr 
Crimes, Crimes against Peace, against Humanity" and a HUltory 
Government Ordinance (British) of^9^* Dhllke the Allied War Crimes 
Commission, the Sprue^erlehte were^dml nl stered and staffed by German 
personnel, although their woric was renewable by Allied authorities. 
They often handled cases involving officials of lesser Inportance. 



8. The Duesseldorf Consulate has 



led the question idiether 



Wolff's convlctlaa does not constitute "com^ctlon" of a crime involving 
moral turpitude, as defined In the 1932 Dnudgntlon and Nationality Act. 
If so, his visa request must be denied. Oddl\ the Consulate does not 
consider the Spruehgerleht a "regularly constlrafced court. " Neverthe- 
less, It concludes that a conviction by the Sprachgerlehte and Spmeh- 
kammem constitutes conviction within the ter^ or^e Act. T9ie 
Section of the Bonn fisbassy and the Visa Office of Frankfort 
Consulate General concur In this opinion. The ease wxU be referred 
to the Legal Advisor's office of State Department Headqbarters. That 
office will presumably not act until It receives the couH record of 
Wolff's C 2 ise, irtiieh the Duesseldorf Consulate hopes to ol 

9* New Blograidilc Information . :Tbe fi^tlsh IhformatlocNalso notes 
that Wolff appeared to be an advertising agent for the "DoesseD^rf er 
Nachrlchten" In 193? &nd that he has been active in right wing p^s^tics 
since his releeise from prison. In 1933 he was instrumental in an 
attempt to establish the Relehsref erat . ein extreme wing party^ 

and o^ered himself as cauidldate for election to public office. In 
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:h 1956 he attempted, together with former SS Generala GlLle and 
to establish a voiicliig gro«^ on behalf of former members of 
the Wdf sseldorf Consulate recommends that the Depart- 
ment eo olff 's continuing postwar Interest In Ideals 

and Ins ated with Rational Socialism does not bar the 

grantln onstltutlng "entering the United States... to 

engage prejudicial to the public Interest (Section 

212 [^B. Act). The Consulate states Its opinion, how- 
ever; -t war activities do not beur the granting of a 

visa wl' f this section. 



10. It thus appears 
States this year. 



ibtful that Wolff will visit the United 




H; CBTFCHFIELD 
Chief 

Eastern ^hppean Division 





